LIFE   OF  LORD   REDESDALE
"'What is Catholic Emancipation?' he asked the
Speaker. 'I can get no man to tell me. You have probably
seen in the papers a gross misrepresentation of a correspon-
dence into which I was led by Lord Fingall, by entertain-
ing an opinion that his integrity was unquestionable. I
have found, however, that in a weak and bigoted man
integrity is easily overcome by designing persons. I dare
say no act could draw Lord Fingall into rebellion or even
into any manifestly dishonourable act; but it has been
easy to prevail on him to disclose a private correspondence
and to give it to the public, not indeed in print, but in
written copies so numerous as to be almost as easily cir-
culated and more liable to misrepresentation. I have
endeavoured to learn from his Lordship what he desires
and I find it to be an indescribable something 'to be
conceded to the Roman Catholics without danger to the
Protestant Establishment.' "l
The general opinion in England was that the Chancellor
had acted foolishly, a lapse from cool judgment which
sometimes overtakes the sanest men. Charles Yorke,
with whom Lord Redesdale had corresponded on the
subject, told his brother that he did not agree with the
Chancellor's views and Lord Hardwicke replied:
"Dublin Castle,
Private and Confidential                               12 October.
My dear Charles,
In your letter of the soth ult. you mention having
lately received from Lord Redesdale a letter on the subject
of the Roman Catholic question. I have had several con-
versations with him at different times upon this important
and delicate subject, and, from what I have learnt of his
general sentiments, I presume that when you state yourself
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